
What’s On
February 22nd: Whisky Live Tokyo, Japan
February 28th – March 1st: DramFest ’09, Christchurch, New Zealand
March 13th – 15th: Whisky Live Belgium, Verviers, Belgium
March 28th – 29th: Whisky Messe Vienna, Austria
April 6th: Whisky Live Marseille, France
April 25th – 26th: Whisky Fair Limburg, Germany
May 9th: Newcastle Whisky Festival, England

Winner of Best Scottish Malt
Over 12 Years Old

The Oslo Whisky Festival is unique
amongst International Whisky events in
that the public have their say. At the end
of the event the votes are cast and
winners are declared in various categories.

The most prestigious award is ‘Best Single Malt Scotch Whisky Over 12 Years Old’.
This year the winner was Berrys’ Own Selection 1982 Port Ellen. Needless to say
Doug McIvor was delighted to collect the award from festival organiser Chris Maile.

I was eyeing a rare old bottle of Caol Ila Single Malt in my drinks
cupboard the other night. I’d been saving it for a special occasion
but with grim TV news in the background and snow piling up outside
I broke the seal and found my favourite glass. With one sip the winter
gloom vanished and life was good again. I suppose my message is
that when the going gets tough the tough find a really good dram,
snifter or grog and celebrate life with a piece of liquid art. 

Quality will always shine and we at BB&R continue to focus on sourcing great spirits that
win hearts and minds. I’m pleased to say that our bottlings are being increasingly well
received both in the UK and abroad. Last autumn I travelled to Norway, Sweden,
Holland and Belgium to conduct a series of tastings and it was very satisfying to get
such good feedback from those who attended. At the Oslo Whisky Festival the public
voted our BOS 1982 Port Ellen "best in show" Single Malt Over 12 Years Old. 

My next trip, this February, is to Japan where BB&R has recently opened a new Tokyo
office. This coincides with Whisky Live Tokyo which is an important event in the global
Whisky calendar. I’m looking forward to meeting customers old and new.

Going forward, spring is a busy time with several Whisky Festivals around Europe, some
of which are listed below. And there are numerous new BOS Whisky releases on the
horizon which we look forward to telling you all about soon.

Slainté,

New Releases
Last year we were
pleasantly surprised
when the Boisdale –
labelled 1990 Laphroaig
sold out shortly after its
release. We knew it was
good, but… Well the
good news is that its

replacement is now ready. It’s another
Laphroaig, but this time a 1998. Bottled at
46% this is a fresh and vibrant dram. An
initial hit of peat is followed by hints of
leather and ripe banana. The palate is as
smoky as you’d expect from Laphroaig
with fruit and black pepper characteristics.

For the truly hardened Laphroaig drinker we
have also released a Berrys’Own Selection
cask strength expression at 58.7%.

Doug McIvor, TV
star (almost)
During a recent trip
to Oslo Doug McIvor
was interviewed by

Norway’s leading drinks writer, Tom
Marthinsen, for Dagens Næringsliv.
Commonly known as DN, it is Norway’s
leading business publication. The interview
was recorded for DN’s own on-line TV
channel, where Doug can now be viewed
expounding his Whisky creed.

To see Doug visit www.dn.no/dntv and
search for ‘skottlands’.

continued overleaf

Doug McIvor, Spirits Buyer
Berry Bros. & Rudd
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Still Life...

 Doug McIvor accepts the award from (left to right)
Chris Maile, Festival Organiser and Marius Vestnes,
MD of www.spirits.no (BOS importer for Norway).

1982 PORT ELLEN
SINGLE ISLAY MALT, 46%
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Desert Island Drams:Eddie
Ludlow - The Whisky Lounge
Eddie has held Whisky dear to his
heart since working for Oddbins many
years ago and later as Ambassador for
Glenmorangie and Ardbeg. 

His passion for Whisky has led him to organise and host numerous tastings,
masterclasses and events at a huge range of venues from provincial gastro-pubs
to the likes of the The Balmoral, The Ritz and Mossiman’s as well as Whisky Live
London 2005 and 2006. On top of this he has filled the rather large boots of Dr.
Bill Lumsden, Glenmorangie’s Master Distiller on several occasions, despite which
the two remain good friends.

The York Whisky Festival has been Eddie’s baby for the last 5 years – he conceived
the idea as a regional alternative to the larger, national events – and he hopes to
add further festivals in the near future, to build on his growing loyal following.

Rather than taking an over-traditional, po-faced approach to the art of
appreciation, Eddie prefers to encourage education through enjoyment…and a
little entertainment. Eddie is convinced that, if he can't turn you on to Whisky, then
no-one can.

Blue Hanger, 4th Limited Release, Blended Scotch Whisky, Bottled 2008, 45.6%
Why I almost cried! Who said Vatted or Blended (sorry SWA!) Malts can’t be as
good as Singles? Nonsense – if you try nothing else this year this should be it. It
is complex, creamy and bursting with a rich tapestry of flavours.

1991 Mortlach, Single Speyside Malt, Bottled 2007, 56.4% (Cask 4227)
This is the kind of Whisky you’d like as a bodyguard – big, rich and robust but
also able to hold a decent conversation. Mortlach at its best.

1993 Clynelish, Single Highland Malt, Bottled 2007, 46% (Casks 7542, 7543
and 7544)
It might not be as fashionable as its precursor, Brora, but this bottling goes to
prove that there is some great stuff available here too. It is well-balanced,
minerally and satisfying.

1982 Caol Ila, Single Islay Malt, Bottled 2007, 46% (Casks 727 and 728)
I like Caol Ila, but I don’t drink it that often. This bottle changed this, it is stylish,
salty-peaty, with hints of pepper and a good tang. Great stuff.

1992 Glen Scotia, Single Campbeltown Malt, Bottled 2008, 46% (Casks 220
and 234)
The dark horse of the bunch. Some like it, some don’t – I love it. It is
refreshingly different from anything else with bitter dark cherries, dry spices and
much else. Full marks for bravery in bottling this!

Whisky Live Leiden
Whisky Live Leiden is the most prestigious
in the Dutch Whisky calendar and for the
third year in a row it was sold out well in
advance of doors the opening! This year
saw more exhibitors and more visitors
than ever before.

Marcel Bol and Jan Kok the dynamic duo
behind Whisky Import Nederland, our
Dutch importers, proudly exhibited an ever
growing range of Berrys’ Own Selection
Whiskies at the event in November.

A Glass in
the Hand
One of the
essential stops
for any Whisky
lover in Paris,
and the
birthplace of

the Bloody Mary, is Harry’s New York Bar.
This venerable establishment run by the
charming Alain da Silva, a passionate
Whisky lover, has been plying fine spirits to
its international clientele since 1911. 
Famous customers over the years have
included Ernest Hemingway, Coco Chanel,
Jack Dempsey, Rita Hayworth and
Humphrey Bogart. Alain and his team
distil a knowing mix of tradition and
modernity alongside a stunning selection
of 150 Whiskies and 270 cocktails. Its
cosy wooden interior and convivial
atmosphere makes any visit a both a
discovery and a pleasure. 

Harry’s New York Bar
5, Rue Daunou
75002 Paris
Tel : 01 42 61 71 14

 

Cocktail Corner: Cognac and Tonic
Anyone who knows Ed Bates, will know that he can be a bit of
a purist, especially when it comes to Cognac. However he was
amazed when on his recent training trip to Cognac and
Armagnac, he was offered Cognac and tonic. Sacrilege,
surely? Apparently not. Simply put a generous measure of a
good Cognac – such as our Cognac of Superior Quality – in a
tall glass, with plenty of ice and fill with good quality tonic
water. Simple and delicious as an aperitif.
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Eddie Ludlow


