
Berrys’ Own Selection in Canada
It’s taken a while, but finally a shipment of Berrys’ Own Selection Whiskies is
heading to Canada. Our new partners are George Stephen & Associates, a
family-run business founded by George and Roberta Stephen in 1993.
George and Roberta are now retired and the business is run by their
daughter Jan Heastont. Jan shares her parent’s passion for Whisky and is
rather partial to a Sherry cask Speyside.

Operating as a licensed agent, the company specialises in the importation of
Single Malt Whisky, bringing only the highest quality products to the
Canadian consumer. Originally operating in Ontario, the business now

includes Alberta, Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Each province has different regulations;
agents must obtain a license in each province to comply with both provincial and federal
regulations. Consumers in Ontario are encouraged to purchase products through private
ordering. This gives customers the opportunity to order products from the portfolio that are
not available for sale in stores.  For more information go to www.singlemalt.ca

This is traditionally the time of year when I buckle down to plan our offering
for the run into the autumn and Christmas in expectation of a traditional
spike and, if recent demand is anything to go by, I will be very busy rustling
in the sample cabinet. Berrys’ Own Selection is winning more and more
friends who recognise the truly consistent quality of our range.

My most recent travels took me to Paris for a few days in June to support
the great efforts of our French importers: the team at La Maison du Whisky. We participated
in two events on successive evenings at the British Embassy. The first evening spent pouring
a range of BOS Malts, fortunately under canvas, as some very dark clouds had forgotten they
belonged somewhere to the north! The second evening was spent in glorious sunshine in the
gardens where we poured our rather special 1994 LMDW/Berrys’ Own Selection Bowmore
Retro label to an appreciative crowd which included the French Prime Minister.

Since the last issue I have also been conducting a series of tastings around Denmark with our
friends and distributors, Qualityworld, and in attendance at the 4th Whisky Messe in Vienna
organised by Dr Mario Prinz of the famous Potstill Whisky Shop in Vienna. Both trips illustrated
to me the desire for the best we have to offer and the commitment of those working with us.
Fear not, there is much more to come. Amongst the releases bottling soon are some stunning
early 1970s Speysides, an ultra-rare 1982 Glen Mhor from the closed Inverness Distillery, an
astounding 30-year-old Caol Ila and an exceptional 1971 Invergordon Single Grain.

One last note, Craoi na Móna, our peated Irish Single Malt, has just been re-released. It has
now turned 10 years old and grown up to be 46% volume.

Thanks and céad míle fáilte.
Slainté,

The John Milroy Selection
John ‘Jack’
Milroy and his
brother, Whisky
writer, Wallace
were pioneers of
‘Whisky Retailing’
in the 1960s and
went on to build

a successful export business, particularly in Japan
where they toured regularly, educating about and
promoting Malt Whisky. John, now in his 70s,
continues to seek out special casks with our Spirits
Manager Doug McIvor under the John Milroy
Selection. The latest release consists of a very fine
Pulteney 7-year-old and three terrific Islay Malts
from Caol Ila (26-year-old), Laphroaig (10-year-old),
and Bowmore (21-year-old). All are available
exclusively through BB&R.

New Releases 
2000 Berrys’ Own Selection North British, Single
Grain, 46%
A single Sherry butt has yielded this superb Single
Grain. At 8 years old, this shows perfectly the
qualities young grain Whisky can attain if aged
adroitly. Very fruity with lime and pink grapefruit,
some hints of rum round out into a creamy finish
which delivers real complexity and deftness.

Craoi na Móna, Irish Single Malt Whiskey, 46%
Following on from the success
of our previous bottling, we
have just released the new
edition of Craoi na Móna,
(Gaelic for ‘heart of peat’),
now a 10-year-old and at 46%.
The Whiskey has not been
chill-filtered and is natural
coloured. The added age has

provided the spirit with rounded succulence which
balances against the subtle peatiness. This is top
class Irish Malt in the once traditional peaty style.

*** STOP PRESS ****** STOP PRESS ***
1971 Invergordon, Single Grain Whisky
Following on from the dramatic success of the
1968 Carsebridge Single Grain a couple of years
ago, we’re delighted to have acquired some truly
outstanding 1971 Invergordon Single Grain. We’re
hoping to get the casks into our bottlers as soon as
possible, so watch this space!

Doug McIvor, Spirits Buyer
Berry Bros. & Rudd
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What’s on
June 6th – 7th: Wild West Whisky Fest,
Kortrijk, Belgium
August 31st –September 6th: Whisky Live,
Sydney, Australia
September 4th – 6th: Maltstock, Nijmegen,
The Netherlands
September 17th – 19th and 24th – 28th:
Stockholm Beer and Whisky Festival,

Stockholm, Sweden
September 19th:7th York Whisky Festival
September 26th –28th:Whisky Live, Paris,
France
October 10th:Manchester Whisky Festival
October 24th: Wee Dram Fest, Bakewell
Derbyshire
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Desert Island Drams:Serge Valentin –Whiskyfun
Serge Valentin is the owner of one of the most distinctive
moustaches in the world of Whisky, a founder of ‘Malt Maniacs’
and the man behind whiskyfun.com. The variety of topics covered
and Whiskies tasted, and the style and quality of the tasting
notes, keep us feverishly awaiting the next update. Many Whisky
writers have informed us, but few also entertain as much as
Serge. Here Serge details his favourite Berrys’ Own Selection
bottlings from his extensive collection.

1963/1978 Glen Grant, Single Speyside Malt, 43%
Extraordinary nose: old walnuts, Vin Jaune and sultanas, also notes of orange and honey,
and antique furniture. In the mouth, it’s almost like a very old Tokaji - fantastically raisiny.
It’s also got notes of mead, chocolate and crème caramel. Some roasted hazelnuts and a
slight mintiness gives it a superb zing. Fab old Glen Grant! The finish is ‘as long as a day
without bread’, as we say here. Still very nutty and raisiny, candied but nervous and never
‘thick’. 94 points for this old wonder.
1965/1977 Longmorn, Single Speyside Malt, 43%
The nose starts on bitter chocolate and high-class coffee and goes on with walnuts, leather
polish and balsamic vinegar and then gets meatier with whiffs of soot. Very delicate, very
complex, like an old wine that’s been aged particularly well. On the palate, sumptuous
attack, big and full with excellent balance. Fantastic notes of oranges, mint, liquorice, wood,
cinnamon, apricots, walnuts, tobacco… and who knows what else! Amazingly complex. The
finish really does ‘the peacock’s tail’. Sumptuous old young Longmorn, and it’s only a 12-
year-old! 93 points.
1953/1975 Talisker, 43%
Some smoke but discreet at first, and then it grows, together with something animal and
resinous characteristics as well as lemon balm. Then gets really seasidy with a little
liquorice. Keeps developing with coal and hints of bitter oranges. Really beautiful! In the
mouth, a very structured oaky backbone and silky tannins, lots of body and herbal teas.
Then the spice arrives. Very little peat or even smoke. Goes on with oranges, dried
tangerines and liquorice, getting bolder with time, to the point where it tastes like a 100%
proof Whisky. Excellent finish, with smoke and dried tangerines. Pure pleasure. 92 points.
1977/1999 Laphroaig, Single Islay Malt, 43%
Truly coastal, with puffs of sea breeze, clams, oysters… Then it’s back to citrus and
pepper… The balance is perfect. Old books and candle wax and wool. In the mouth, a little
softer but then it gets really bold. Very salty with a taste of oysters with lemon juice and
pepper. Surprisingly assertive. Much more medicinal, with something like cough syrup, tarry
and herbal. A long and medicinal finish with a signature on grapefruit and white pepper.
Very excellent. 92 points.
1970/2001 Glen Grant, 55%
The nose is sherried at first with notes of coal, ham, wild mushrooms and flowers and stout.
In short, rather masterly. And what a superb ‘rancio’! Excellent in the mouth and very
complex. Caramel, all sorts of red fruits, bananas and raisins. A kind of freshness that’s
always welcome in these old Sherry monsters, even hints of tropical fruits. Also, roasted
nuts, several kinds of fruit liqueurs and cake. And the finish is long, not rubbery, bitter, sour
or tannic but just excellent! 92 points.

4th Vienna Whisky Fair
For two days in
late March the
world of Whisky
descends on
Vienna for the
Vienna Whisky
Fair. More than
2,000 enthusiastic
visitors attended

this year’s event held at the Arcotel Wimburger Hotel.
The Fair is organised bi-annually by Dr Mario Prinz
who also runs a very popular Whisky shop in the
city. Doug hosted the BB&R stand, pouring some of
our finest drams to the eager visitors. A well
organised and attended event, we look forward to
returning in 2011.

A Glass in the Hand
Ask any Londoner who
enjoys the finest drinks
where the best Martini is
to be had in London, and
without fail they will reply
‘Dukes’. Dukes Hotel is
tucked away on St
James’s Place, only a few
minutes walk from the
Berrys’ shop. It is a
handsome Georgian
building, a world away from the hectic world nearby.

The bar, which was fittingly once the haunt of Ian
Fleming, is a reflection of the hotel itself: small and
discreet, with everything ‘just so’. Whilst the Martinis
are, quite understandably, the signature drink here,
there are options for any discerning palate. The
Whisky list is particularly excellent, the recent
addition of Cutty Sark and quite a few of the Berrys’
Own Selection range just add to the quality. A
personal favourite of the head barman Alessandro is
our 1982 Caol Ila.

Dukes Hotel
St James’s Place
London
SW1A 1NY
Tel +44 (0)20 7491 4840 

http://www.dukeshotel.com/dining.asp

 

Cocktail Corner: The Sloane Grainger
When the weather gets hot and humid we at Berrys don't give up on
enjoying Whisky. We just experiment a little. Our new 2000 North
British Single Grain is a fantastic Whisky for cocktails. Try this for those
long summer days.
You will need: 75ml 2000 Berrys’ Own Selection North British, 25ml
King’s Ginger Liqueur, 25ml Peach Juice, Dash Angostura, Lemonade
Stir the first four ingredients together over ice in a highball glass,
adding the King’s Ginger Liqueur last. Fill the glass with lemonade to
your taste. For me, three to four parts lemonade suffices beautifully,
five if the weather is really warm! 
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Serge Valentin

The Bar at Dukes Hotel 


